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for Elizabeth Corey, the irrepressible, independent, and fearless Bachelor Bess, whose letters home to lowa gave
us a firsthand account of her adventures on a South Dakota homestead from 1909 to 1919. Now, through the
letters she wrote home between 1904 and 1908, readers can make the acquaintance of a younger Bess facing
the realities of life in an lowa country school system with energy, enthusiasm, and ambition.Sixteen-year-old
Bess wrote her early letters when she was away from the family farm, trying to complete the ninth grade so she
could become a teacher. That schooling was cut short in 1905, when her father died and she returned home to
help her mother. Later that year, she received a provisional certificate allowing her to teach, which she did
from 1905 to 1909 in a succession of rural schools across Shelby and Cass counties in lowa. Initially a reluctant
teacher, she had an infinite capacity for productive work that propelled her toward success in the classroom. A
determinedly lighthearted attitude toward life, a talent for making congenial friends and for making herself at
home as she boarded with one family after another, a relentless devotion to her own family, and a drive to
communicate all combine to animate her letters home.Always colorful and colloquial, unusually detailed and
frank, Bess s letters are authentic documents of a discrete American time and place. Full of puns, hyperbole,
drama, and above all else honesty and authenticity, the eighty-three letters describe barefooted pupils,
cantankerous and cooperative parents and school board members, classroom activities, and school picnics
against a frugal background of early twentieth-century chores, social occasions, party...
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