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April 7, 1814 So rooted were their attachments to their present connexion, notwithstanding their oppressions,
that Moses, who knew them well, so despaired of rousing them to demand their independence, that he said,
They will not hearken to my voice, So it happened After he had called on them, to redress their grievances
themselves instead of writing petitions; to act, instead of making melancholy faces; they met him, and said, Ye
have made our name to be abhorred; ye have put a sword in their hands to slay us. You frighten us, and you
will ruin us, by your bold preachments. So they hearkened not unto Moses, for anguish of spirit and for cruel
bondage. The political measures, which Moses urged, appeared rash and violent. Moderation was the popular
doctrine; it therefore, became necessary that God in his providence should afflict, and distress, and ruin them,
by the abominable measures of their government, to render them willing to adopt suitable measures for their
own advantage. To mention some of Israel s oppressions, noticing any points of resemblance in our own
country, which may happen to occur, and suggesting some happy results of those oppressions, is the present
design. I. I am to mention some of Israel s woes. 1. The exactions and hard services of the government were
among the evils endured by Israel. They were compelled to build the cities of Pithom and Raamses, to which, it
is thought, have succeeded Damietta and Cairo; They were probably compelled to raise the pyramids, to those
stupendous wonders of the world. These grievous hardships wore out their...
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