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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Translations and Reprints From the Original
Sources of European History, Vol. 1: Series for 1894 The period of the Renaissance and the Reformation, which
began in England with the closing years of the fifteenth century, was a period of individualism, and gave a
greater opportunity of influence to men of genius than any earlier period had furnished. The loosening of the
bonds of custom in intellectual and ecclesiastical system, and in political and economic organization, gave to
the opinions and actions of individual men far more significance than they could have had in the Middle Ages.
While the great currents of change could nut, it is true, be diverted and from their course, yet particular
direction and form were given to such change by the influence of men who possessed conspicuous abilities,
occupied a powerful position, or represented strong forces. Four such men especially stand out as
representative men of the early part of the sixteenth century, both as guides of its movements and types of its
characteristics. Cardinal Wolsey was the great statesman, lull of schemes of control and reform in church and
state, and of ambition for English influence in the councils of Europe. Sir Thomas More was the representative
of the new learning, the keen critical intellect and broadened interests and sympathies which were
transforming the entire habits of thought of the nation. Latimer represented she earnest protestant spirit of
moral reform and revolt against the old church system. Finally, | Henry VIIl was not only the central figure and
dominating force in England during the period of Ins long reign, not merely the occasion of the beginning of
the English Retormation,...
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