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War He was a leader in putting an end to the Black Hawk war. One of the results of that war, partly as
indemnity for the expense incurred, and partly to secure the future safety and tranquillity of the invaded
frontier, was a cession to the United States of a tract lying along the west bank of the Mississippi, from which
Black Hawk had gone to wage war in April 1832, and upon which the next year the first permanent settlements
in what is now lowa were commenced. He was governor of the original Territory of Wisconsin, when what is
now lowa was included therein. A sketch of his life and public services is appropriate to the lowa Historical
Record. Among his papers, which were preserved by his son, Augustus C. Dodge, is a package bearing the
simple inscription in his handwriting, Commissions in the Service of My Country. There was also included in this
package the commission of his father, Israel Dodge, as sheriff of the District of St. Genevieve, signed by William
Henry Harrison, governor and commander in chief of the Indiana Territory and of the District of Louisiana,
John Gibson, secretary, October 1, 1804. The commissions of Henry Dodge cover a long period of public service.
They embrace the signatures of six presidents of the United States, and of many other distinguished men. It is
doubtful if there exists another collection of equal interest and value in the documentary history of the West,...
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