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DOWNLOAD e mercury (Hg) deposits are among the youngest Hg deposits in
the Coast Range Hg mineral belt and are located in the
southwestern part of the Clear Lake volcanic field in Lake
County, California. The mine workings and tailings are located
in the headwaters of Dry Creek. The Helen Hg mine is the
largest mine in the watershed having produced about 7,600
flasks of Hg. The Chicago and Research Hg mines produced
only a small amount of Hg, less than 30 flasks. Waste rock and
tailings have eroded from the mines, and mine drainage from
the Helen and Research mines contributes Hg-enriched mine
wastes to the headwaters of Dry Creek and contaminate the
creek further downstream. The mines are located on federal

land managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management
(USBLM). The USBLM requested that the U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) measure and characterize Hg and geochemical
constituents in tailings, sediment, water, and biota at the Helen,
Research, and Chicago mines and in Dry Creek. This report is
made in response to the USBLM...
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