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Excerpt: . of her time between her toilet and quadrille, was so
little qualified for partaking a conversation so refined as
Arabella s, that her discourse appeared quite tedious to her,
since it was neither upon fashions, assemblies, cards, nor
scandal. Her silence, and that absence of mind which she
betrayed, made Arabella conclude she was under some very
great affliction: and to amuse her, after dinner, led her into the
gardens, supposing a person whose uneasiness, as she did not
doubt, proceeded from love, would be pleased with the sight of
groves and streams, and be tempted to disclose her
misfortunes while they wandered in that agreeable privacy. In
this, however, she was deceived: for though the young lady
sighed several times, yet, when she did speak, it was only of
indifferent things, and not at all in the manner of an afflicted
heroine....
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