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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: .the only source from which the painters drew inspiration. On
the contrary, the painters were themselves the chief professors of the art of coiffure, and the very greatest
devoted much attention to the invention of beautiful arrangements and adornments for the hair of their
models. Thus Vasari, speaking of Leonardo da Vinci s admirable skill in drawing, mentions with enthusiasm
some heads of women whose coiffures were so graceful and beautiful that Leonardo always imitated them --
coifl ures which we may be sure were composed by Leonardo himself, for the drawings in question still exist to
charm us by their absolute beauty and complete originality. One of these drawings at Florence represents the
favorite Milanese type which Leonardo has immortalized in his picture of the Virgin and St. Anne, the hair
falling in rolling waves, almost in ringlets, over the shoulders, the shorter front locks finely crimped, and
brushed forward over the cheeks so as to conceal the ears, a small veil covering the nape, and on the top of the
head a flat chignon of coiled braids bound round with a broad band or plaited fillet, over which is a diadem
with a circular jewel or ferronniere in the centre flanked by small wings, while on each side above the ear two
bunches of frizzed hair escape from beneath the band, and from the summit of the chignon another bunch of
feathery hair rises like a natural aigrette. In the Museum of Venice...
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