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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from To-Day s World Problem in Disease Prevention: A
Non-Technical Discussion of Syhilis and Gonorrhoea The years of the great war have brought a sharp
awakening of the American people to the need for facing the greatest present-day problem of public health.
Almost over night we seem to have changed from a nation with its eyes shut and its ears stopped into a country
alert, interested, and on the road to the full accomplishment of what had hitherto been declared impossible. In
endless repetition the advocates of the doctrine of laissez faire have told us of the antiquity of prostitution and
of the certainty that it would be with us forever in undiminished prevalence. They have said likewise that syphilis
and gonorrhea and chancroid - that group called venereal diseases because of their commonest method of
transmission - would never come under public health control, because they were secret diseases and different
from other diseases. Therefore, the sufferer must be left undisturbed, to spread disease to others and to decay
in self-neglect, unless chance information or intuition made him seek and appreciate the advice of a
conscientious and skilled physician. Under the system of the past the physician could treat the patient as little or
as much as he saw fit, and be accountable to no one for the protection of society against the refractory or
careless patient. The patient, on the other hand, could stop his treatment and ignore precautions against the
exposure of others whenever the whim seized him. Up to the time of the war, the American health officer, with
his brilliant record for conquering such lesser evils as yellow fever, typhoid fever,...
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