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thus either rises into grandeur or falls into littleness, --is an angel
or a brute ! Whoever reviews the several religious errors of the
Pagan, Jewish, and Christian communities, will admit, that the
history of superstition constitutes one of the most offensive
pages in the annals of mankind; he will see the object of worship
misrepresented, the universe partitioned into petty sovereignties,
and Deity divided, contracted, and localized; religion turned into
mockery, and mockery into religion. It is somewhat difficult to
trace the operations and to ascertain the true character of
superstition, although it has prevailed so extensively in the
world, and produced such extraordinary effects. Amongst other
anomalies, this is observable, that it not only has led captive
weak and ignorant minds, which being unable to detect a
specious sophism, or to depart from a general practice, may
easily be supposed incapable...
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